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Revelation 
Study Notes Chapter 17 

 
(Refer to Revelation 14:8 and 16:19 - Babylon) 
v. 1-6 - The Great Whore and the Beast 
Babylon represents a universal system of false religion - James 4:4 
Babylon of old - Genesis 9:28-29; Genesis 10:1,6,8-10; 11:1-9 
Bab-El = the gate of God; Babel = confusion 
  
v. 1 - “Sitteth upon many waters” - Cp. Jeremiah 51:6-13 
  
v. 2 - Fornication = defection from God; idolatry 
Isaiah 57:3-8 
Jeremiah 2:13, 19-25; 3:1-9 
Ezekiel 16:8, 14-26, 32; 20:30-32 
  
v. 3-4 - Abominations = to feel nausea or loathing for food; used of disgust generally; 
idolatry 
  
v. 5 - MYSTERY - Some say this is part of the name; others say not 
BABYLON = United world Apostate Church 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS = Chief and cause of apostasy 
True Church is Bride (Ephesians 522-32); Mystery 
(Ephesians 3:3-6) and City, New Jerusalem (Revelation 19:7; 21:2,9) 
False Church is harlot, mystery, city 
  
v. 8 - Satan, Antichrist, Kings or Kingdoms? 
  
v. 9 - Rome or other cities? 
  
v. 10 - Five = Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece;  
Six = Rome in John’s Day;  7th= Modern Europe (Revived Roman Empire) ? 
  
v. 11 - Antichrist and his kingdom - Daniel 7:7-8, 19-24 
  
v. 17 - God has a plan and is in control! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


