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I John 
 
 
Chapter 4:7-13 
 
As the Spirit of Truth is known by doctrine (v. 1-6), so the Spirit is known by love (v. 7-
21). 
 
v. 7 - Of God = flows from God 
Born of God = the new nature in the children of God is love; love comes from heaven. 
John 1:13 
John 3:3, 7-8 - born from above 
I Peter 1:22-23 
I John 2:29; 3:9-10 
 
v. 8 (+16) - God is love = God's nature and essence is love; His will and His works are 
love. 
(light - John 1:5; truth - John 1:6; spirit - John 4:24) 
 
v. 9 - Proof of God's love - He sent His Son 
Only-begotten = marks the relationship as unique and eternal; God's "darling" 
 
v. 10 - Proof of God's love - came even though we did not love HimPropitiation = to 
appease, reconcile; make friends with God. In Old Testament "atonement" 
Jesus is both the sacrifice and the High Priest 
Romans 5:8-11 
 
v. 11 - The example of God should press us to do likewise 
Matthew 5:46  
Ought = an obligation; put as a debt; expresses a special, personal obligation 
 
v. 12 (also John 1:8) - God is a Spirit - infinite, eternal, invisible 
B.C. - Theophany; A.D. - Jesus and His body 
I Corinthians 13:9-12 - face to face 
II Corinthians 3:2-3 - living epistles 
Perfected = make complete; finish; accomplish 
 
v. 13 - II Timothy 1:7 - WALK IN THE SPIRIT! 
Works are compared to these materials - some become more pure in the fire and others 
are completely burned up by fire. Fire will try every man's works. If his are gold, silver 
and precious stones they will abide the fire and he will receive a reward for his works. If 
they are wood, hay, and stubble his works will be burned up, yet he himself will be saved 
from the loss of his soul. 
 
Judgment of believers' works 
 



Subjects: Believers (Galatians 6:8; Ephesians 6:8; Colossians 3:24; Romans 14; II 
Corinthians 5:10) 
Time: Between the rapture and the second advent (Luke 14:14) 
Place: In heaven (I Corinthians 9:24-27; Romans 14:10; II Corinthians 5:10) 
Basis: Works, both good and bad (I Corinthians 3:11-15; II Corinthians 5:10; Romans 14; 
Colossians 3; Matthew 16:27; Romans 2:6; II Timothy 4:14) 
Result: Reward or loss of reward, but never the loss of one's soul for any wrong-doings 
properly confessed and forgiven (I Corinthians 3:11-15). This judgment deals with the 
believer as a servant (Romans 14; II Corinthians 5:10,11). 
 
Believers will be judged concerning: 
Doctrines (Romans 2:14-16; Romans 14) 
Conduct to others (Matthew 18; Romans 14) 
Carnal traits (Colossians 3; Romans 1-2; 8:1-13; 14:1-23) 
Words (Matthew 12:32-37; Romans 14) 
Things that affect others - slander, quarrels, idle words, foolishness (folly), dishonesty, 
broken promises, wrong dealings, etc. (Romans 1:29-32; I Corinthians 6:9-11; Galatians 
5:19-21; Colossians 3; Ephesians 4:1-32; 5:1-33; Romans 12:1-21; 14:1-23) 
Things that affect themselves - neglected opportunities, talents wasted, loose living, lack 
of spirituality, etc. (Romans 2:14-16; Hebrews 2:1-4; Galatians 5:1-26; 6:1-10; 
Colossians 3) 
Things that affect God - refusal to walk in the Light, disobedience, rejection, failure to 
cooperate and yield to the Holy Spirit, etc. (I Corinthians 12; Romans 12; Ephesians 4:1-
32; 5:1-33) 
 
6 liars in I John: 
Those who say - 
1. They have fellowship with God and still walk in darkness (1:6). 
2. They have no sin (1:8). 
3. They have not sinned (1:10). 
4. They are Christians and do not keep the New Testament commandments (2:4). 
5. There is no God or Jesus Christ (2:22). 
6. They are Christians and still hate men (4:20). 
 


