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II Peter 
 
 
Chapter 1 
 
Written 61-65 A.D. - (compare to Jude) 
Gnosticism (from Greek word "grosis" = knowledge) 
Separated matter from thought matter was evil. 
Exalted knowledge above faith, led to asceticism (holiness by controlling the appetites) 
or Antinomialism - since salvation is by grace alone, the requirements of the moral law 
are irrelevant 
 
v. 1 - Apostle (apostolos) = delegate, ambassador; one sent 
Precious - cp. I Peter 1:7,19; 2:4,6,7 
 
v.2 - Knowledge - clear and exact knowledge which powerfully influences life, 
determines moral conduct; full knowledge 
Philippians 1:9-11 - enables one to avoid error 
 
v. 3 - Godliness = ("well" + "worship") - worship rightly directed; piety 
cp. I Peter 2:9,21; 3:9; 5:10 - called to glorify God 
 
v. 5 - Add = to develop one virtue in the exercise of another 
Faith = trust, rely, firm conviction 
Virtue = turning faith into energetic action 
Knowledge = a seeking to know; investigation of truth 
 
v. 6 - Temperance = self control over flesh - I Corinthians 9:25-27 
Patience = endurance under trial with hope 
 
v. 7 - Brotherly kindness (philadelphia) - cp. Galatians 6:10 
Charity (agape) = an exercise of the will to love 
 
v. 8 - Barren = idle, lazy, useless, inactive, unprofitable 
 
v. 9 - Blind - cp. II Peter 1:16; 2:8, 14 - Peter stresses sight 
 
v. 10 - Fall = stumble; make a false step - cp. Jude 24 
 
v. 12 - Established = steadfast; strengthen - Luke 22:32 
 
v. 14 - John 21:18-19 - Jesus spoke to Peter of his death 
 
v. 16 - Coming (parousia) - coming of Christ, and Matthew 16:27-17:9 - the 
transfiguration 
 



v. 19 - Daystar - (Greek: "phosphorus"; Latin "lucifer") light-giving; in highest sense 
refers to Jesus - II Corinthians 4:4,6 
 
v. 20 - Private (idios) = one's own; personal 
 


